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			Prepare for careers that answer society’s needs

As a Human Development and Family Science major at the David B. Falk College of Sport and Human Dynamics at Syracuse University, you will find a wide variety of classes offered like, Human Sexuality, Child and Family Development, Gerontology, Mindfulness and many more. We offer an extensive list of internships to provide you valuable hands-on experience in your chosen field.

The scientific study of individuals and families offered through Falk College’s Department of Human Development and Family Science focuses on life-span development across cross-cultural contexts, social, physical, emotional and behavioral development, and family dynamics and research training. Our interdisciplinary programs draw from psychology, sociology and education.

Opportunities for service learning and internships are varied and extensive working with faculty and specialized internship professionals who will help you customize your courses, field work, and internships. And speaking of faculty, students have opportunities to work side-by-side on research projects that might include topics such as immigrants and cross-cultural issues, mindfulness and self-regulation in children, or aging, among many others.

Academic programs include:

	A Bachelor of Science in Human Development and Family Science.
	A Bachelor of Science in Inclusive Early Childhood Special Education (4+1) program.
	Minors in Human Development and Family Science, Child and Family Policy, Mindfulness and Contemplative Studies, and Gerontology, among many others that offer unique and marketable complements to another major.
	Master of Science, and Ph.D. degrees in Human Development and Family Science.


Our programs prepare students to work directly with children and families in a variety of settings. At the graduate level, our students pursue careers in higher education, health and human services administration, and research institutes. Falk College’s interdisciplinary programs in Human Development and Family Science have unlimited potential to change the world. The change you want to see in the world starts with you—and it starts today.

Learn about our programs

Transfer information

Explore undergraduate courses

Explore graduate courses

Learn about careers
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            Industry Perspective

			
			  April 7, 2024
			

          
          
            As the newest members of the Falk College Advisory Board, Andrea Massop Ramos and Tatiana Warren will bring insights from their professional disciplines, forge corporate and community partnerships, and “add valuable contributions in other influential ways,” says Dean Jeremy Jordan...
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            Global Impact

			
			  April 4, 2024
			

          
          
            In this Q&A, Human Development and Family Science Professor Merril Silverstein, the inaugural holder of the Marjorie Cantor Endowed Professorship in Aging, explains why China’s society is rapidly aging and what that phenomenon means to the United States and worldwide...
          

        

      
	
      
        
          [image: 4 students in booth looking over stadium]
        
        
          
            Exploring Careers

			
			  March 27, 2024
			

          
          
            The third “Falk in D.C. Career Exploration” trip this past fall to Baltimore and Washington, D.C., had a new twist: For the first time, the trip included separate tracks for health/human services and sport-related careers as the 27 students who participated represented all Falk College programs ...
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            New Dean for Research

			
			  January 25, 2024
			

          
          
            Katherine McDonald, Ph.D., has been named Senior Associate Dean for Research and Administration in Falk College, where under her leadership with the Office of Research Development “the College has experienced steady growth in research activity by every measure,” says Dean Jeremy Jordan ...
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            ‘Same Playing Field’

			
			  January 20, 2024
			

          
          
            The Sobczak Family Student Support Endowed Fund was created to help Falk College students who are experiencing financial hardship. “This (fund) is to help set them up to be as successful as their peers, and that way everybody is on the same playing field as much as they can be,” Dee Anna Sobczak says ...
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				HDFS Virtual Admitted Student Information Session

				
					April 22, 2024 7:00 pm
				

			
			Online


		
		
			
				Human Development and Family Science admitted graduate student virtual open house

				
					May 1, 2024 12:00 pm
				

			
			Online


		
		
	  
	  
      
      

    

  


  
	

  
    Full SU Event Calendar

    All Falk College Events
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		                Welcome

With our distinguished and supportive faculty, internship professionals, and department staff, we are committed to educating the next generation of human service leaders…

A personal message from the department chair




View more videos
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