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			Welcome to the School of Social Work at Syracuse University’s Falk College

Tenets of our profession

Social workers share a fundamental commitment to creating social and economic justice in a diverse and rapidly changing world. Through practice that challenges oppression and increases the power and wellness of vulnerable people, we work to create a more just society.

The School of Social Work embraces the profession’s commitment to the values of human diversity and the dignity and worth of all people, with particular attention to those who are oppressed, vulnerable, or living in poverty. We view social and personal problems as resulting from complex interactions between people and the structures of society itself, and we work to address those problems at the level of public policy, community organizations, families, groups, and individuals.

Prepare to lead a growing profession

Job opportunities for social workers are expected to increase much faster than the national average, making a social work education more valuable than ever.  Social work education prepares graduates to work in a wide range of professional settings, including mental health care, hospitals, schools, child welfare, substance abuse treatment, services for older adults, supportive housing, and federal, state and local government. Social workers lead not-for-profit organizations, guide service users through complex health care systems, lead labor and other community organizations, assess the strengths and needs of communities and individuals, engage in social research, serve in public office, facilitate adoption, and provide psychotherapy to individuals, families, and groups.

The School of Social Work bachelor of social work (BSSW) program prepares undergraduates to work at a generalist level across the scope of our field. And our innovative master of social work (M.S.W.) program offers two license-eligible tracks of graduate study: Advanced Clinical Practice, for those who wish to specialize in the direct provision of services to individuals, families, and groups; and Advanced Integrated Practice, for those whose interests also encompass practice in interdisciplinary organizations, human service administration, community organizing, and public policy.

Learn in a vibrant community

Guided by our distinguished faculty of researchers, scholars, and practicing social workers, thousands of professional social workers have earned their degrees at Syracuse University and find themselves in rewarding careers today. Our academically rigorous programs, accredited by the Council on Social Work Education, require significant field placement experiences in addition to social work courses. Our outstanding Office of Field Instruction has long-standing relationships with nearly 200 human service agencies across 14 New York counties, offering a wide range of opportunities for students to train alongside experienced practitioners in real-world settings.

Social workers engage clients, organizations, and society to promote social justice, well-being, and respect for humankind. If this is the change you would like to see in the world, we invite you to join us at the School of Social Work.

Academic programs include:

	A bachelor of science degree in social work;
	A master in social work degree;
	An online master in social work  (opens in new window) degree;
	An advanced standing program that allows for completion of the M.S.W. degree in 10 months vs. two years.
	An online advanced standing program (opens in new window).
	A Military Culture & Mental Health Practice focus area is available for students interested in working with military service members, veterans, or their families.
	A Legal-Social Work Partnership program offers social work graduate students interested in the intersection of law and social work an opportunity to do field work with veterans through the College of Law’s Betty and Michael D. Wohl Veterans Legal Clinic.


Want to become a social worker? Graduates of Falk College’s School of Social Work have unlimited potential to change the world. The change you want to see in the world starts with you—and it starts today.

Learn about our programs

Explore undergraduate courses

Explore graduate courses

Learn about careers
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            Advocating for Others

			
			  March 18, 2024
			

          
          
            This year's Dan and Mary Lou Rubenstein Social Justice Awards program on March 19 will honor José Miguel Hernández Hurtado, founder and artistic director of La Joven Guardia del Teatro Latino, and Falk College School of Social Work Professor Eric Kingson for their work in the Syracuse community...
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            Desire to Give Back

			
			  March 4, 2024
			

          
          
            As a U.S. Army veteran, School of Social Work graduate student Benetta Dousuah is committed to supporting service members and veterans dealing with mental health challenges. “Our mental health is not taken as seriously as it should be,” she says. Read more about Benetta in this SU News story ...
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            Supporting Veterans

			
			  February 29, 2024
			

          
          
            Ken Marfilius, a U.S. Air Force veteran and assistant dean of online education at Falk College, and Nick Amstrong, a U.S. Army veteran and head of public sector at Cabana, created a partnership that will tap into the combined strengths of both organizations to benefit military veterans and Social Work students ...
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            Special Delivery

			
			  February 22, 2024
			

          
          
            On Feb. 13, Social Workers United students delivered Valentine’s Day cards, heart-shaped donuts, and balloons to the residents of Brookdale Summerfield Senior Living. “We were happy to do something special for a group of people who did not expect to be celebrated,” says SWU president Mary Claytor...
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            New Dean for Research

			
			  January 25, 2024
			

          
          
            Katherine McDonald, Ph.D., has been named Senior Associate Dean for Research and Administration in Falk College, where under her leadership with the Office of Research Development “the College has experienced steady growth in research activity by every measure,” says Dean Jeremy Jordan ...
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				School of Social Work Admitted MSW Student Virtual Open House

				
					March 27, 2024 5:00 pm
				

			
			Online


		
		
			
				Social Work Virtual Sample Class: Social Work and Mental Health

				
					April 4, 2024 7:00 pm
				

			
			Online


		
		
			
				School of Social Work Admitted MSW Student on campus Open House

				
					April 10, 2024 5:00 pm
				

			
			Falk Complex


		
		
	  
	  
      
      

    

  


  
	

  
    Full SU Event Calendar

    All Falk College Events
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